By its chosen role,
Syria is host to the world —
the pulsing modern world

and the full gamut of ancient history.

The city and kingdom of Urkesh

is one of the glories of ancient Syria,
jealously guarded for the treasures it hides,
generously offered for the world’s enrichment.

Urkesh dates back to the beginning of civilization,
a fabled city where the gods were said to dwell,

a powerful kingdom, rival of Mari and Ebla,

the Syrian home of the ancient Hurrians.

As the archaeologists bend to the ground

to retrieve a splendor long since
protected by the Syrian soil,
they rely on the support of
other friends of the Syrian past,
eager to share in the promise of
its future.

Syria Shell’s support of the
recovery of ancient Urkesh
blends these goals into one:

a leader in discovery,

Syria Shell is also a partner in
scholarship.

These plates tell the story
of this proud partnership.
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The resources
of the Syrian soil

The many tells of Syria
encase the mysteries
of the world’s earliest cities-
like ancient Urkesh,
hidden under the towering profile
of Tell Mozan in the Khabur plains.

Syria Shell treasures the soil —
the geological soil
with its yield of mineral resources
and the archaeological soil
that unfolds the richness of the Syrian past.
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An ancient
Syrian royal family

The focal point of social life,
the king and his family project an image
of security and harmony.

As we free a civilization from the grip of the soil,
we recover values, passions and ambitions.
Through the toil of scholarship,
their names resound on our lips once more
their faces are profiled for us anew.

Syria Shell helps us listen
to voices silent no more
and look at faces no longer hidden.
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At the origins of Syrian art

Urkesh was at the wellspring
of an original ancient Syrian culture,
that of the Hurrians.
In this city, a new artistic style was developed,
sparkling in its realism and yet
daunting in its expressionism.
Like an ancient Mona Lisa,
this female statue still smiles her mysterious smile
and elicits the same emotions from us
that it did from the ancient Syrians
some four millennia ago.



The lions
of Urkesh

An image of power,
the lion is the preferred symbol of the Urkesh kings.

At home in the mountains,
the lion tells how these ancient Hurrian kings of Syria
controlled and ruled
their rich hinterland to the north,
whence came the metal and the stone.

The bronze lions assert their power
through the written word guarded by their paws.

In the seal impression below
a lion crouches at the king’s feet,
a force harnessed to support its friends,
a power poised to subdue its enemies.
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Syria in the forefront
of technology

Great inventions that shaped world history
took place in ancient Syria.
And modern Syria
is home today to
creativity and innovation.

With the encouragement and assistance of
the Ministry of Culture and
the Directorate General of Antiquitites and Museumes,
the Urkesh project has developed
one of the most sophisticated centers anywhere
for computer assisted field archaeology.

This 3-D rendering of the royal palace of Urkesh
was produced in our computer lab at Tell Mozan:
it documents brilliantly one of
the great architectural achievements of the ancient Near East.
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A pathway
to progress

More than ever, Syria is home
to world culture
in the best tradition of Syrian hospitality.
By opening the doors of its musems,
Syria invites us all to become guests of its rich history.

Syria Shell has helped make possible
the building of the new Museum of Der ez-Zor,
which hosts some of the treasures of ancient Urkesh.
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